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By: Hesam Alizadeh 

Well it was that time of the year again folks. A joy-
ous time where the stores offered their best sales,
where kids got to spend a couple of weeks at home,
and where several religions celebrated the birth /
beginning / culmination of their one thing or another.
Yet this year, the citizens of this country were treat-
ed to a little piece of post Christmas pornography
brought to us by the new democratically elected gov-
ernment of Iraq.

Apparently, on Friday night, December 29 the new Iraqi gov-
ernment executed Saddam Hussein in a televised debacle which
rivaled those of the ones broadcast over Soviet state run media at
the height of the Cold War.  Now I know what everyone out there
is saying, “Saddam was monster who deserved to be executed!”

Ok, who the hell is disagreeing with that? 
But the one thing the proponents of this execution don’t realize

is that what happened Friday night was nothing more than a new
opening for those who seek to widen the sectarian divide within
Middle Eastern societies.  Now I know that in such an instance
proof is almost impossible before the situation actually material-
izes, but what we can do is analyze the situation step by step and
in doing so draw a semi-logical conclusion from the entire debacle.
First, since his ascension to the presidency of Iraq in 1979
Saddam Hussein has claimed Iran and Iranian people as his #1
enemy, and going as far equating even the Shia leadership in Iraq
with the Mullahs in Tehran. 

Thus by placing Hussein’s fate in the hands of the Shia led gov-
ernment (which has very close ties with Tehran), the United States
has invariably made a connection in the minds of Sunni Arabs from
Morocco to Jordan that this move was, if nothing else,  more a
concession to Iran and an insult to them from the Americans, than
actual justice being served.  Second, the execution took place on
the morning of December 30, 2006, exactly one hour before the
start of Eid al-Adha, or Eid of the sacrifice for the Sunnis.  Now this
is important because this year Eid started on December 29th for
the Sunnis as opposed to December 30th for the Shia, which in
essence meant that there weren’t any religious insensitivities

toward the Shia to take into account, only towards the Sunnis.  And
finally, a recent cell phone video has been circulating around the
internet which shows the entirety of the execution from beginning
to end complete with taunts and a close up of a dead Saddam
Hussein’s face. 

Now maybe I’m being naïve here.  After all Saddam was a mon-
ster who tortured and kill without mercy during his 24 year reign,
and perhaps he did deserve to die a vengeful death at the hands
of his enemies, but as an Iranian-American who has lived in this
country for 20 plus years, I’ve grown accustomed to the idea that
true justice cannot be dealt out by the victim(s), simply because of
the fact that regardless of their good intentions, the party which is
handling the punishment will not be able to uphold the standards
necessary to insure an unbiased and valid implementation of the
law. 

Thus under such circumstances an execution which should have
been quick, private and clean has turned into a perfect combina-
tion of a three ring circus and a public lynching.  Now as stated
before, I know that Saddam Hussein was a vile tyrant, after all he
is also responsible for the deaths of hundreds of thousands of
Iranians (a fact which has been overlooked by our current admin-
istration in Washington). 

But despite this fact, many see the highly publicized and tele-
vised execution of this monster as nothing more than another
match being thrown on the gas soaked timber pile which is the
Middle East, adding more tension to a region which by all logic
should have blown up a long time ago.  

So the next time you see the video of this execution on the net,
or listen to the pundits praising such a move, just remember one
thing, Saddam Hussein and his regime died back in 2003, all we
did on Friday night was to snap the neck of an old man and give
motivation to more Arab youths who might have been on the fence
about the entire situation in the middle east to strap on a suicide
belt and join the party.     

Email: Hesamali14@yahoo.com

Turning Monsters into Martyrs 
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glìBR uBgPíBðþ OùpAó 
1|- OÓýýpAR ôOÏíýpAR kAgê ôgBoZ uBgPíBó 
2|- OÏõüÄ ôð¿I AðõAÑ koJ ôKñXpû 
3|- ðÛByþ kAgê ôgBoZ uBgPíBó 
4|- ð¿I ðBôkAó Gú ¾õoR üà Oßú Gú oðä kèhõAû 
5|- OÏíýpAR èõèú Þzþ @J ôâBq
6|- OÏíýpAR GpÝ uBgPíBó 
7|- ð¿I ôAÂBÖú Þpkó ̂pAÕ øBÿ AOõìBOýà ìdBÖËþ

Cell: (818)268-8504 

# GBqkül ôGp@ôok ÚýíQ ìXBðþ ìþ|GByl 
# Þéýú ÞBoøBÿ AðXBï ylû GB ÂíBðQ gõAøl Gõk 
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Changing Climate, Changing Colors: 
24 Contemporary Muslim Artists 

January 16 - March 16, 2006 
Opening Reception: Saturday, January 20, 6-8 PM 

Curated by Mareena W.
Daredia, Changing Climate,
Changing Colors provides
insights into positions taken by
contemporary Muslim artists
and reflects a sense of cultur-
al, religious, and personal
identity. The work features a
diverse group of artists hailing
from South Asian, Middle and
Far Eastern cultures. This
exhibition brings together an
innovative collection of paint-
ing, drawing, printmaking, cal-
ligraphy, photography, mixed-
media works, digital/anima-
tion, video, sculpture, installa-
tion, and performance. 

Artists: Samira Abbassy, Tareq
Abboushi, Sabah Ahmed,
Diana Al-Hadid, Javid Alibhai
(Ja.1n.Us Art), Meher Asad,
Bushra Chaudry, Sharmeen
Obaid Chinoy, Khadija Daya,
Hasan Elahi, Yasmin Etemadi,
Huma Gul, Sarah Husain,
Masood Kamandy, Yasamin
Keshtkar, Asma Arshad
Mahmood, Sara Rahbar,
Saâ€™dia Rehman, Hadieh
Marjan Shafie, Mo Shah,
Tahera Seher Shah, Saba Waheed, Emna Zghal, and Fayyaz. 

Abrons Arts Center 
466 Grand Street at Pitt, Lower East Side 
212.598.0400, ext. 226 
www.henrystreet.org/ARTS 


